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secured by the surrender of his vatan in the Konkan to these
Maratha commanders. He lived to see the time when Shahu
returned to Satara and ascended his ancestral throne. Another
Prabhu leader who covered himself with glory in these wars was
Prayagji, who defended Satara against the besieging army led
by Aurangzeb himself for months together.
These were the chief Brahman, Maratha and Prabhu patriot
leaders, who, undaunted by the tide of adversity, determined to
fight to the last for their national independence, and, being unable
to find breathing-time for maturing their defensive arrangements in
the Deccan, retired to the South and established themselves at Gingi.
Rajaram appointed his own Ashfa Pradtians, held his court there
and as if he was still master of his own country, gave inams and
Jahagirs to those who had rendered eminent services and
directed his commanders to carry on the war against the. Moghuls
with redoubled energy. Partisan leaders were also sent duly com-
missioned to raise their own forces and demand the chowth and
sardeshmukhi not only in the six Deccan subhas, but also in the
older provinces of the Moghul empire. Aurangzeb soon found that
his conquest in the Deccan availed him nothing unless he crushed
this new centre of power where the Maratha leaders had retired.
Zulfikarkhan, the conqueror of the Deccan, was accordingly sent
to lay siege to Gingi, and he invested the place in 1691. But the
place had been so well fortified, and Saataji Ghorpade and Dhanaji
Jadhav, who had the charge qf harassing the Moghul besiegers,
did their work so well that it was not till }1698 that Zulfikar was
able to take the fortress, only to find that Rajaram and his men
had made their escape. This seven years* period afforded Marathas
the breathing time they stood in such sore need of, and trained
thtem to measure their strength with the Moghuls on equal terms.
The terror inspired by Aurangzeb's army was soon dispelled, and
while Gingi was being defended by one portion of the Maratha
army, Dhanaji Jadhav and Santaji Ghorpade returned to the
Deccan and soon succeeded in bringing to the standard the veteran
troopers, Siledars and Bargirs, of Shivajfs time. The exaction of
ghasdana was made on a system by which these unpaid and
volunteer armies found their commissariat supplies. Even as early
as 1691 Maratha tends plundered Nasik, Bede, and Bedar. In
1692 Ramchandrapant moved from Vifchalgad and fixed his resi-
dence at Satara, and governed the Ghatmpiha country, and sent
off an army which cut off the Moghul garrisons at detached places.
Wai, Raigad, Panhala and Miraj were in this way captured and
turned into Maratha out-posts.
The Pawars, Chavans, Thorats and Athawales earned distinc-